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This shorter than normal Calshot
times is being sent out because
there are a number of new or
special events taking place in the
near future which we wanted to
make sure all members were aware
of.

Thanks are due to Steve Heathfield
& Eian Massey for their articles this
time around. If anyone has anything
for the newsletter or website please
email calshottimes@aol.com.

Thanks are also due to all those
who turned out to help with our
recent open day. Unfortunately we
had far fewer volunteers than in
previous years leaving us seriously
understaffed in some areas but the
members who did turn out did a
brilliant job to make a success of the
day with 12 new membership
applications received so far.

Ovington Boats Demo Day

Ovington Boats are holding a demo day on the
13" of June at Calshot Sailing Club. Their new
single hander the Solution will be there as will the
29er. We are also hoping to have a Byte to demo
as well.

Topper Grand Prix

The Annual Topper Grand Prix is on Saturday the
12" of June. The First Race is at 10:30 with a
briefing at about 10:15.

Club Camping 12 ™-13™ of June

The club have arranged camping outside the
compound over the weekend of the 12M-13" of
July.

Splicing Workshop

The workshop will take place on Sat. 26th of June
at 14-00 and will last approximately 1.5 hours. A
charge of £3-50 will be made to cover the cost of
materials.

Website and Communications

The club website is updated regularly with news
and information — please try and view it regularly to
ensure you do not miss anything. Our aim is to
post something new every week.

E-mail is the primary form of direct communication
we use. It is therefore important that we have the
e-mail address you use frequently on our records.

For those who do not have e-mail access
information will be posted in the clubhouse and
copies of newsletters will be left there. Let Rick
Nash know of any changes to your address
especially I you have not heard directly from us for
a while!
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Thefts From The Sailing Club

Unfortunately 2010 hasn’t been a good year
for security. Whilst | would like to write about
the vast number of bread and burgers stolen
from the BBQ at the open day there are
more serious losses to tell people about.

Over the New Year we had the 2 fuel tanks
stolen from the club RIBs. Unfortunately the
loss was compounded by the vandalism
committed to in order to get at the tanks.

Recently two kayaks have been stolen from
the racks. Please check your equipment and
let us and the local Police know if anything
else has been stolen.

Whilst we have never had a boat stolen in the
club’s history thieves have been particularly
interested in fuel, portable parts & road
trailers.

Compound security has been improved this
year with 3 new cameras and several other
measures & we hope these will be the last
thefts we see.

Club Camping 12 ™-13" of June

The club have arranged camping outside the
compound over the weekend of the 12"-13"
of July. For more details and to book contact
Andy Sutton or look on the club website.

Splicing Workshop

Increasingly manufacturers of running rigging
are now using spliced loops instead of knots
and shackles. A boat with spliced rope-work
is more often a smoother running boat, looks
tidy and lets you have configurations that may
not be possible with knots and shackles.

Consequently Dave Poupard and Barry Light
have agreed to run a splicing workshop for
us. We have obtained a supply of splicing
FIDs and rope and by the end of the
workshop you will keep the FID and also

have examples of the most useful splices to
retain as a reminder of how to carry out
splicing in the future.

The workshop will take place on Sat. 26th of
June at 14-00 and will last approximately 1.5
hours. A charge of £3-50 will be made to
cover the cost of materials.

Book via the new Club, course booking
system and look forward to a more tidy and
efficiently running boat. Initially we plan on a
10 person workshop, but will attempt a
second one if the topic proves popular

Ovington Boats Demo Day

Ovington Boats are holding a demo day on
the 13" of June at Calshot Sailing Club. Their
new single hander the Solution will be there
as will the 29er. We are also hoping to have a
Byte to demo as well.
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OVINGTON Demo Days

5-6 June — Derwent Resevoir SC, Durham
13 June - Calshot SC, Southampton

For further inquiry, visit
or contact

OVINGTON Boats Demo Day
13 June - Calshot SC, Southampton

The demo is free to all members and is being
held the day after the Topper Grand Prix.
Sailing starts at 11:30.
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Adult Novice Sessions

We have 3 adult novice training sessions
planned this year. Open to anyone these are
primarily aimed at the less experienced adults
in particular newcomers to the sport.

The first of these is on Saturday the 19" of
July Starting at 4 pm and finishing with a BBQ
around 8pm.

Topper Grand Prix

The Annual Topper Grand Prix is on Saturday
the 12™ of June. The First Race is at 10:30
with a briefing at about 10:15.

The Grand prix is open to all members junior
or adult, big or small.

The event will consist of a series of heats for
Juniors and Adults leading to finals in each
category. Simplified racing rules will apply,
starts and finishes will be from the beach.

The Club has 8 Toppers for use on the day
by members who don’t have their own.

Calshot Lifeboat Station Open Day

11th July 2010 12:00 to 16:00

Come and visit the lifeboat, station and crew
this summer at the annual station Open Day.

A guaranteed fun filled day with all manner of
activities for all ages and interests.

This year's day promises to be bigger and
better then the last years, not least, because
this year we celebrate our 40th anniversary of
saving life here at Calshot.

When is a Safety Boat not a Safety
Boat?

The answer is when it has no fuel.

It is important if you are the OOD that you
check the state of fuel level BEFORE
launching. The Ribs use approximately 12
litres of fuel an hour — so with up to 3 races
on a day, each lasting an hour you can see
that it is essential that the tank (25litres)
needs to be full — just because the conditions
look good and winds moderate don’'t assume
% a tank will do — fill it up.

A rescue boat with no fuel is a casualty.

OOD Courses

If you are new to the club or are still lacking in
confidence about OOD duties then please
complete a course request on the website —
we’ll run a course again when we have
several names on the list.

Its also useful as a refresher for the
experienced — it's surprising how quickly the
obvious is forgotten. A poorly set course or
mess up on the timing can spoil the day for all
competitors.

Sailing Secretary’s Initiative

The committee has been working hard to
improve club facilities and events with a view
to making the 'club experience' better for
everyone.

To back up these efforts | would like the help
of everyone. All | ask is that you send me
your idea for the single thing which could

be done to encourage you and others to

use the club more. | will take all ideas
presented to the committee and we will try
and follow them through.

mailto:Sailing@notsut.plus.com

Please take it as read that | realise free beer and
entertainment would probably be at the top of the

list - those may be difficult to achieve however
anything else will be considered!!!
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There is a lot of work to be done leading up to an
Open Day. | had the job of advertising. A few of
us volunteered to drop leaflets about and put up
road signs and get adverts in the papers (anyone
see them in the Echo?) | sent a few emails to
people and places and two VIP’'S said they would
drop in on us.

One of those emails was to Radio Solent at the
BBC in Southampton, remembering that last year
two of our juniors were on the H20 show talking
about toppers. | was hoping to get some free
publicity for the Club. Surprisingly | ended up on
the H20 Show being interviewed by Sir Robin
Knox-Johnson and Shelley Jory-Leigh (the
powerboat lady). Calshot Sailing Club had also
been chosen as “Club of the Week” by the Radio
Solent team.

Sir Robin is a really nice chap but a bit scary
considering his vast sailing experience and what
he may have decided to ask me during the radio
show. Shelley is brilliant and very down to earth.
They were both turned out to be very easy to get
on with and made me very welcome. Hopefully |
managed to get the main points across about our
club and the open day.

The Open Day turned out to be typically cloudy
with a fairly brisk wind but we stayed lucky as the
rain mostly kept away.

The food is always something | look forward to
and the cakes were up to their usual delicious
standard. Sam was in charge of the BBQ and with
a good burnt sausage that sent smoke drifting
along the beach we signalled the start at 1200
hours.

The moderate wind and lumpy seas put a few
people off going on the water but overall we had a
good turnout and everyone had a fantastic time.
The “Grin Factor” on a scale of 1 to 10 was at
about 9 ¥ all day. It's amazing how people didn't
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mind getting absolutely drenched, especially after
being on Johns Dart 18 sprinting across the
Solent; definitely wet and wild. The other boats on
the water included the Visions, Pico another Dart
and a Byte. Later in the afternoon we moved to
the inland side of the spit where it was much
calmer. The younger visitors found it more
comfortable there and the mums and dads on the
shore were noticeably less stressed seeing their
offspring sail off into the distance at great speed.

We had two VIP visitors: Dr Julian Lewis MP and
Councillor Les Puttock Chairman of New Forest
District Council. Dr Lewis was very interested in
the junior training and how great it was to see so
many young people taking part in the open day.
He was amazed to see how the club had
progressed since last he visited us.

Councillor Puttock was especially impressed with
the Junior Training and commented on how great
it was to see another avenue for young people to
get outside and take part in a sport. He said that
the NFDC was actively trying to get people
outside and into some physical activity and he
was astounded how reasonable the price of the
membership is at the club.

Towards the end of the day the sun actually came
out! Typical Calshot weather perfect for sailing,
perfect for getting on the water and perfect for
getting out in boats!
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Calshot CSC: My First Year

The recent Open Day reminded me that it is just
over a year since | joined. | had sailed 14 years
ago, but the activity lapsed as | moved over to
sea kayaking. Knowing | planned to retire at the
beginning of this year, | had set 2009 as the year
to think about going back into sailing. From the
Calshot 2009 Open Day the ‘natives’ seemed
very friendly, so | decided to give it a go.

The first venture was to attend the June cruise to
the IOW and meet a few people, weather was
sunny and a gentle F2 in the air. Karl and Barry
were running the event and attendance turned out
to be their boys and me. It was thought
insufficient adults present to cross the Solent, so
Ashlet creek, with a pub lunch was considered
safely within capabilities of all.

Needless to say all went well and much
encouragement was provided from the safety
boat.

After a few afternoons using Club boats and an
RYA level 2 course | felt ready buy my own boat.
During a leisurely lunch at Ashlett, conversation
had turned to what may be appropriate for me at
5'4” and 9 st. The Byte came at the top of the list,
there were already 4 others in the Club and a few
enquiries revealed that Ovington boats were bring
a demonstration boat down to the Queen
Elizabeth reservoir near Heathrow. Off | went for
a try. Yes it was F5, | did fall in more time than
remaining on the surface, but the boat was of a
size | could probably handle .

I remember the first time sailing my Byte. | was
somewhat nervous, but Stephen Heathfield
wandered along to where | was rigging the boat
and gave me a hand. Then shepherded me on to
the water making sure all was well

A good way to meet and interact with other Club
sailors is the racing programme, these are in
reality quite versatile and do enable us all to use
the sessions to our individual requirements:

Either entering the race competitively
As a course to hone/test personal sailing skills

Form a small race group of similar boats e.g.
Picos or Bytes

Or in the knowledge that | can sail in that area
and if | fall in, know the safety boat is at hand.

The Club’s introduction to racing course gave me
a basic understanding of the start procedure and
then | joined in ! It's also helpful that one of the
OODs is generally on hand the help launch.

I generally come last, at the moment and those
lapping me do wave as they go by, very polite
they are, but no offer of a tow as yet !

My efforts, or lack of, were noticed and other
members asked if | would like a little help, yes
please!

Dave Poupard suggested we dismantle my rig
set up and start again, all along explaining what
we were doing and why.

All ropes shortened to the minimum needed, |
did have rather a mess of sheet, painter etc.
which | kept falling over.

Dreadful knots were replaced with neat
practical splices which won't work free.
Manoeuvres on the water are now much
smoother and the boat looks very tidy and
professional.

If you need help ask, as you can see above, the
membership really enjoy giving a hand. For the
races let's form a rear-guard group and steadily
advance on the vanguard, they may not notice us
coming.

Happy sailing.

Eian Massey

# - We are organising a splicing workshop, keep
an eye on the Club web-site & newsletter. If you
want your boat tidied up, we may well need an
example to work on.



