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Editorial        

 
 Thanks to everyone who has 
provided articles, letters & 
pictures for the Calshot times 
this year. Whilst we have a 
regular team of contributors it 
is very difficult to get new 
contributors & contributions. 
So unless you want to see this 
newsletter reduced to a list of 
notices & rules (like the 
Calshot camping cub 
ñnewsletterò) please start 
sending stuff in. 
 If anyone has anything they 
would like to put into the 
Calshot Times then remember 
the email address is 
calshottimes@aol.com 

Editor 

 

 

Vice 

Commodores 

Un-ashamed 

Sales Pitch 

 By now most of you will have 

received your membership 

renewal pack and hopefully will 

be filling it in and sending it 

back. For those of you who 

havenôt hereôs my attempt to 

sell the club to you. 

 Last year the club provided 

over 150 hours of supervised 

sailing with safety-boat cover 

for itôs members during the 

programme of 150 races. 

There were also 2 junior race 

series, 3 cruises, 2 OOD 

training days, 5 Barbeques & 

two family weekends all 

included for the cost of 

membership.  

 We have some of the lowest 

membership charges of any 

club on the south coast. In fact 

many people will find they are 

paying more in dinghy 

insurance than in club 

membership. 

 We also offer members boat 

storage in our compound at 

less than half the cost of 

commercial rivals. 

 In 2009 we will be repeating 

our programme of racing and 

training. We will also be 

running several subsidised 

training courses in First Aid 

and Power-boating & the 

Friday club & Family 

weekends will be back. 

 We have plans to improve the 

turnout and competitiveness of 

racing. We are looking for 

volunteers to be class captains 

to promote certain dinghy 

classes in the club, to help/ 

advise members & to help 

those looking for crew or boats 

to crew on to get more 

opportunity. 

 We will be introducing 

supervised sailing sessions on 

Friday afternoons and 

evenings during the summer. 

These will be for all members, 

safety cover will be provided & 

coaching may be available. 

We are also looking at several 

ways of accessing coaching 

and courses for adult members 

after feedback from the last 

sailing meeting. 

 We have recently received a 

grant to upgrade the club 

dinghies. This will enable us to 

continue to provide good 

quality boats for members to 

hire at very low cost. 

 Finally the ñclubò is not the 

committee or the flag officers it 

is you the members. If there is 

something you think the club 

should be doing, should not be 

doing or is doing well please 

let us all know. As well as this 

newsletter & the website we 

have attached a questionnaire 

to every membership renewal 

letter, please fill this in (& if you 

havenôt been persuaded to 

rejoin let us know why). 

Richard Brooks 

 

Notices 
 
Car Parking 

 As most members will be 

aware car parking is not 

included in the cost of 

membership. 

 Members have a choice of 

parking inside the Activities 

centre main gate next to the 

club or parking outside the 

gate in the New Forest District 

Council car park. 

 Both car parks enable you to 

pay by the hour/day or buy 

season tickets. A season ticket 

for the activities centre costs 

about £45 with the option to 

buy a ticket for a second car 

for a further £20. A season 

ticket in the New Forest Car 

Park costs £48 for 1 car & £54 

for two for residents of the 

New Forest with an extra £6 

charged to non-residents. The 

New Forest season ticket can 

be used at several other Car 

Parks (details on their 

website). 

 

Tidy Clubhouse 

 Why is it that while the 

women's changing room is 

generally left clean and tidy the 

men's is often littered with 

wetsuits, shoes, T-shirts, 

underpants and grotty socks?  

 This seems to validate the 

dreariest feminist stereotype of 

men and boys (I blame the 

parents - in both cases). 

 One of my duties is to clear 

this detritus. Anything left for 

more than three weeks is 

collected, rinsed, dried and 

stored, except pants and socks 

which go in the bin. You can 

reclaim your property (please 

do so - I need the space) on 

payment of £1 to the Club.  

Anything unclaimed after three 

months may be sold for Club 

funds. 

 Items collected at the end of 

September included a man's 

wetsuit, wet boots size 8 and 

kneepads. To reclaim contact 

me on 02380 848307. 

  

Peter Sutton (Captain of the 

Heads) 

  

New Committee Members 

 Thanks first to Adrian Rigby 

for his efforts on the committee 

in the past couple of years. 

Adrian has now stood down 

and has been replaced by 

Colin Page. Steve Heathfield 

also joined at the AGM. 

  The committee is now: 

  

Dave Poupard - Commodore 

Richard Brooks - Vice 

Commodore 

Roger James - Rear 

Commodore 

Colin Page 

Steve Heathfield 

Charlie Snooke 

Duncan Watkinson 

Rick Nash 

Terry Ford 

Andy Sutton 

Gary Milne 

  

 Easter 2009 

 
  Easter next year is from the 

10th-13th of April. As usual the 

club will be holding itôs Easter 

egg series of races over the 

weekend. These races are 

amongst the best attended the 

club has and are always worth 

mailto:calshottimes@aol.com
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coming along to if you are new 

to racing and  want to watch 

what happens or hire a club 

boat to have a go or want to 

find someone to crew for. 

 
Work party 

Sunday the 22nd of March 

 The first work party of next 

year is on Sunday the 22nd of 

March. All volunteers are 

welcome & we guarantee you 

will have something to do! 

 We start work at 10 am & 

there will be a BBQ lunch 

provided. 

 Any ideas for jobs or offers of 

help should be sent to: 

calshottimes@aol.com 

  

Neil Johnson 

 
Renewal Forms 

 By now all members should 

have received a membership 

renewal form. If you havenôt 

please contact the 

membership secretary Rick 

Nash. 

 When you fill in your form 

please FILL IT IN with all the 

details. The club is run by 

many volunteers who put 

untold hours or even days of 

work into their unpaid jobs. 

Taking an extra 5 minutes to 

put all the details down makes 

their jobs a lot easier. 

 Also please double check 

your email address last year 

20 members got theirs wrong! 

 

 

Reports 
October Cruise Report 

 This yearôs autumn cruise was 

on Sunday the 12
th

 of October.    

 Five boats & 13 club members 

turned up early on Sunday 

morning to find the Isle of 

Wight & most of the Solent had 

disappeared from view! 

 

 
Cruisers leaving Calshot 

  

 For those of you who have 

never been on a club cruise, 

the members decide where to 

go the morning of the cruise. 

Due to the fog we decided to 

head for Lepe staying close to 

the shore line for a visible 

reference of direction. 

 About 1/2 an hour before our 

arrival in at Lepe the fog 

cleared to reveal a better day 

than we have had most of the 

summer. 

After a pleasant lunch at Lepe 

the cruise headed back in the 

glorious sunshine of an 

afternoon more fitting for 

summer than autumn. 

 

 
Club boats at Lepe 

  

 

Communications 

 Recently the committee has 

been giving some thought to 

how we can improve 

communications between club 

members and ensure that 

everyone is aware of what is 

happening at the club. This is 

obviously a quiet time of year 

however it is important that we 

all stay in touch and keep 

ourselves informed about what 

is happening next year and in 

the coming months. In 

particular we need to get 

newcomers to the club 

engaged and ensure they have 

the right level of support and 

assistance. 

 There are currently 2 main 

communication channels ï the 

newsletter and the website.  

 The newsletter aims to keep 

members informed on what 

has happened at the club and 

what will be happening. 

Information such as training, 

future sailing and social events 

as well as reports on past 

events will be reported. We will 

endeavour to keep the 

newsletter regular and as 

informative as possible.   

 As well as being a ófront doorô 

for the public the website 

provides a very useful 

mechanism for informing 

members. We publicise all 

events as soon as they are 

arranged and where possible 

report on items of interest to all 

members. Keep an eye on the 

ólatest newsô section, accessed 

by a hyperlink from the front 

page. 

 The other part of the website 

we would like to see used 

more often are the forums. 

These allow any member to 

post messages on any 

relevant topic, currently there 

are 5 forums: 

 

¶ Discussion Forum 

¶ For sale/wanted 

¶ Lost and Found 

¶ Crew Offered/Wanted 

¶ OOD Swap 
 

I think their uses are self-

explanatory although we are a 

bit mystified as to why they do 

not seem to be used much. In 

particular they provide a 

simple method for new 

members to get in touch with 

others. The Crew 

Offered/Wanted forum for 

example is a good way for 

members without boats but 

wishing to sail to get involved. 

The discussion forum could be 

used to publicise what you are 

doing and inviting others to join 

in. We would like to see them 

used a lot more in order to 

help get all members involved 

in some aspect of the club. If 

you have any problems 

accessing the forums please 

contact Duncan Watkinson via 

the website ï he will be only 

too pleased to sort it out. 

 Please find the time to explore 

the newsletters and website on 

a regular basis ï maybe there 

is more going on than you 

think. 

Andy Sutton 
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Winter Sailing 
Launching Round Back 

 The winter months often see harsher weather. Strong winds & 

big waves combined with a lack of safety cover out of season 

mean no sailing for a lot of members.  

 Perhaps this year itôs an ideal opportunity to explore the area 

behind the sailing club. 

 
  This area offers a number of advantages. For a start there are 

no waves. The wind strength usually feels like itôs at least 1 force 

less & for most of the area during high tide it is shallow enough to 

walk ashore if things go badly wrong. 

 The quieter seas extend back from Calshot up Southampton 

water meaning most competent sailors shouldnôt have too much 

trouble with a winter cruise to Ashlett Creek.  

 The sailing time to Ashlett is around 30-45 minutes meaning you 

have to keep an eye on the weather to avoid rain & the tides to 

avoid getting stuck in the mud. The club at Ashlett welcomes 

visiting ñyachtsmenò and dinghies count! 

 If you donôt want to go as far there is plenty of sailing area at high 

tide. It gets deeper towards the Activities centre & the area 

around the hangers should be avoided as it is used for teaching. 

 Another point to note is that there is a charge of £14.50 for 

launching a boat this side of the spit. This includes car parking & 

there is a £5 reduction for Calshot Association members. The 

charge applies for launching along any point of the Activities 

centre coast line apart from in front of the club. The Activities 

centre land starts at the black main gate. The other side (outside 

the gate) belongs to the New Forest District Council who donôt 

charge for launching & landing on their side. 

 
 Itôs a bit of a trek to walk from one end of the compound dragging 

a boat and trolley but itôs a good warm up exercise! 

  
Hot Shower all year round 

Remember if youôre sailing over the winter the electric shower in 

the disabled/family changing room provides hot showers at any 

time. 

 

The Worldôs Biggest Dinghy Show 

 
 

 The RYA Sailboat & Windsurf show ñthe Worldôs Biggest Dinghy 

Showò is being held at Alexandra Palace on the 7
th

 & 8
th
 of March. 

As well as being stands from many of the UKôs Class 

Associations there are also other attractions including: 

¶ RYA Coaching Area 

¶ Racing Clinic  

¶ New Rules workshop 

More details can be found on the website: 

http://www.dinghyshow.org.uk 

 
Book Review  
Erskine Childers  
Everyman Paperbacks (Classic Thrillers) 
£2.50  
 
Erskine Childers was a Clerk in the House 
of Commons and so had long holidays 
which enabled him to enjoy his favorite 
pastime of yachting. He made many cruises 
along the German North Sea coast and among the Friesian 
Islands. From about 1900 he be-came aware of the threat of 
German armament and particularly the development of their navy 
and saw how the sheltered waters behind the Friesians could be 
developed as naval bases for small craft. Fast gunboats and 
torpedo boats could cripple Britain's vital coastal trade. Invasion 
barges could also be built and assembled here out of sight  
Riddle of the Sands is an early spy adventure story; unlike many 

modern tales it lacks casual sex and gratuitous brutality but it is 

entirely credible and realistic. The picture of yachting at that time 

is engaging and the ac-count of sailing in the area and along the 

coast from Emden to Wilhelmshaven is an important part of the 

book. It is perhaps a little slow-moving by modern standards, but I 

found it absorbing. I haven't seen the film so I don't know how far 

that is true to the book. 

Peter Sutton 
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Toppers 
 
Calshot Topper Open ï Sunday July 26

th 
2009 

 The Topper Open Circuit returns to Calshot next year. The event was not run this year for two reasons, there was a lack of volunteers 
to fill the various roles involved in running it & the 2007 event had a distinct lack of entrants from Calshot Sailing Club. 
 Kevin Audoire & Andy Sutton are running the 2009 event & would like to hear from members willing to help out. We need people to do 
everything from organise car parking, drive powerboats, burn food on the BBQ & arrange sponsorship & prizes.  Richard Brooks will be 
managing the team of Calshot sailors taking part in the races. Itôs our intention to make sure that as many Toppers as possible from 
Calshot take part. You donôt have to have a Topper as we have 8 club boats for hire. If you are interested in competing or helping email: 
calshottimes@aol.com 
 

 
 
Here are the reports of some previous Topper Open events at Calshot to give you an idea of what to expect: 
  
2006  

The following report was published on the Southern Topperôs web site... 
  
It was a cloudy day that met 35 competitors at Calshot, for the Southern Area Championships supported by NPower, with a F4/5 
blowing, and a good Solent chop in place, it looked like it could be a tough day on the water. 
The first race was cleanly away at 12:05. What was to be the pattern for all 3 races was quickly established, with the top half-dozen 
boats leading the bulk of the pack, with the younger sailors at the back as they struggled with the wind and waves.  
Race 1 saw James Spencer winning, with Peter McCoy second and Phil McCoy third. 
Race 2 & the wind had eased a little. Another good fleet start, with the leading group pulling away up the first beat. The conditions were 

made harder as the wind increased under the clouds, as race 2 was led home by James, Tom Walker second, and Peter third, with 
some close finishes through the pack. 
Race 3 had a tight start. This led to closer racing, but a group of five boats pulled clear again. Race 3 was won by Phil, second James, 

and third Peter. 
  
2005 

 We had the sun, sea, waves and wind (all at the same time too!) for the Topper Southern Area Traveller at Calshot S.C. on Saturday. 
Probably the best days racing this summer as one competitor put it. There were 24 entries ranging from national and zone squaddies to 
three young local sailors to whom this was their first event. The wind was an on shore F4-F5 with challenging waves for a Topper. 

  
Race 1 got underway cleanly first time with the two NJS members Alex Cooper and Samantha Gray first to the windward mark followed 

by Phil McCoy and Tom Walker. On the first run, Alex and Sam stretched out a small lead over Phil and Tom who in turn had a small 
lead over the chasing pack. Alex and Sam continued to extend their lead on the next two legs with Alex having to sail hard to keep Sam 
at bay on the final run. Alex taking the line honours followed by Sam, Phil and Tom. 
Race 2 had a clean start with Alex and Sam again taking the lead with Tom and Phil in pursuit followed by the pack. On the first run 

Alex was struggling to keep Sam behind and at the leeward mark the pair found Tom and Phil had gone through into the lead while they 
were fighting for positions! Better reading of the tide put Alex and Sam back in front at the second windward mark though and this time 
Alex could not hold Sam and she took the lead on the run and started to pull away. Things got worse for Alex as Tom and Phil also got 
past, 
Sam winning from Tom, Phil and Alex. With Samantha Gray leading Alex Cooper overall, Alex needed a win in the final race to take the 
event from Sam. Things looked good for Alex at the first mark until a 360 turn for touching the mark let Tom Walker into the lead which 
he never looked like losing. A third from Sam was enough to win her home event. There were some fabulous prizes from the event 
sponsors Solent Sailboards, Calshot Activities Centre and Hythe Marina Water Sports. Many thanks go to them and all the Calshot 
team who put such a lot of work into this event.  

 
Just in case we donôt mention it later, we need someone to take pictures & write a report on the 2009 event. 

mailto:calshottimes@aol.com
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New Topper Dinghies for 2009 

 The club has just received an offer of a grant for us to buy two new 
Topper Race Dinghies for 2009 from Sailing Solutions. The original 
set of Six Toppers where bought from the activities centre around 
when they thought they were at the end of their useful life around 
10 years ago!  
 We replaced two boats with new boats a few years ago & one with 
a better second hand boat last year. 
 We intend to use the new toppers to replace the Taz dinghies 
which have not proved to be very popular with the membership. In 
order to ensure we still have boats for young children to use we will 
also be buying two smaller 4.2m sails for use on the Topper dinghy. 
This sail is comparable with the sail area on the Tazôs. 
  
  

 
Topper Grand Prix Saturday July 25th 2009 

 After a break of almost 5 years we will once again be running a Topper Grand Prix this year. Held on the day before the Topper open 

the grand prix will be a series of short races open to all members sailing Toppers from the beach round a course and back again. This 

is intended to be a fun event where those new to sailing can try racing in a less serious environment and those with experience in 

different sorts of boats can race against each other on a more level playing field. 

  

For Sale 

RS 600 No. 624 
 

Narrow wings, pro grip deck & wings, brand new rudder blade, 
shrouds, traps, forestay, halyard and superspar mast, cover only 
1 year old, launching trolley and 2 sails. £2000 
Contact Paul 02380 898741 
Paul@Rapson.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
Laser Sail ï New & Un-used 

Replica Laser Sail ï Full Rig size & Unused complete with batten set, sail bag & laser sail symbols  £125 
Contact Richard on 07005 997 428 
R123456789b@aol.com  

mailto:Paul@Rapson.co.uk
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Ancient Marinerôs Column  
In my last piece I commented on the unsatisfactory nature of sailing clothing before modern proofed synthetics were developed. You 

may be amused by this photograph of winter sailing in America - but I don't recollect that raincoats and trilbies were ever common wear 

over here for sailing. 

 

 
   

 The other photo is of our family boat at Emsworth in about 1947 .Oilskin jackets and coats were just about satisfactory for day boat 

sailing but not for serious racing. Long oilskin coats were only for the older generation anyway. In the great days of sail these were all 

that was available; they must have been supermen to work the ship and go aloft in a gale in this kit. 

 

 
 

 Up to at least 1960 you could lay a mooring almost anywhere in Chichester Harbour. We kept our family boat on a mooring we had laid 

ourselves in the convenient creek at the bottom of the road and kept a small tender tied to a post at the shoreline. If you know 

Emsworth you'll see how much it has changed; there is a marina at the top of the main channel (centre background) and moorings 

along each side. 

  

 The Ancient Mariner 
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Training  

 

    
  

 

 Powerboat Training 

 
 The clubôs first powerboat 

Training weekend next year is 

on the 28
th

 of Feb & 1
st
 Of 

March. Run in the same way 

as previous courses they will 

use club equipment and 

professional instructors from 

the activities centre giving 

members a chance to get their 

RYA Level 2 Powerboat 

certificate. The weekend 

course will cost £50 per 

person. Signed up so far are: 

 

Elaine White 

Tom Rapson 

Maria Shannon 

 

 If you would like to put your 

name on the list (or believe 

It is already there and we have 

left it off) please send and 

email to 

calshottimes@aol.com 

 

 

Safety Boat Training 

 The club has arranged an 

RYA safety boat course for 

next year giving 6 members 

the opportunity got get their 

RYA Safety Boat certificate. 

Using club equipment & 

professional instructors the 

weekend course will cost £50 

per person. Signed up so far 

are: 

Neil Johnson 

Andy Sutton 

Rick Nash 

 

   If you would like to put your 

name on the list please send 

an email to 

calshottimes@aol.com 
 

 Junior Winter & Sailing 

Simulator Day 

 
 We will be holding a special 

junior training day before the 

start of the season. Intended to 

ensure that all the juniors are 

ready for the start of the sailing 

season we have several 

activities including a sailing 

simulator! 

 
 There will also be everything 

you need to know about the 

Friday club, Junior RYA 

training and the family 

weekends. 

 More details will be on the 

website & the next Newsletter. 

 

 
 

 

First Aid Course 

 
 The club ï together with 
Stormforce Coaching are 
running an RYA First Aid 
Course on Sunday the 1st Of 

March. This course is 
designed to provide a 

working knowledge of first 
aid for skippers and crew 
within 60 miles of a safe 
haven.  The course itself 
covers minor ailments, 
including headaches, 
sunburn and small lesions, 
through to immediate response 
to serious medical 
emergencies, in situations that 
someone on the water could 
encounter.       
 This course is a must for all 
who sail and powerboat on a 

regular basis.  
 There are a maximum of 12 
places on the course costing 
£20 each. Signed up so far 
are: 
 

Richard Brooks 
Mark Brownhall 

Colin Page 
Verity Hawes 

 
 If you would like to put your 
name on the list please 
send an email to  
calshottimes@aol.com 
 
FEVA OPEN TRAINING  
 

 
 

14/15 March Draycote 
25/26 April St Mawes 
 9/10 May Dabchicks. 
 
 For further information see  
www.rs-association.com/ 
 
SOUTH TOPPER OPEN 
TRAINING  

 
 

7 March Burghfield,  
4 April Spinnaker 
 and lots more.  
 
For further information see  
Www.gbrtopper.co.uk/page.php?45 

 Racing Rules Evening ï  

Feb 6
th

 

 
 

 There will be a racing rules 

presentation by John Doerr on 

the evening of the 6
th
 of 

February. 

 John is a world renowned 

sailing judge and coach. He 

has sailed since boyhood, and 

has worked with the British 

Olympic Team since 1992 and 

has been the Chief Umpire for 

the 1995 Americaôs Cup, more 

than 20 World Championships 

and for the Olympic Games in 

Sydney 2000. 

 He is also an ex-commodore 

of Calshot Sailing Club and 

Terry Ford speaks very highly 

of him! 

 This is a perfect opportunity to 

find out about racing or make 

sure you know what is 

happening & can use the rules 

to your advantage. 
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